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First of all I want to thank Lex Grandia for the splendid presentation of the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
I also took part in the working process towards bringing this convention to reality, as member of the official Norwegian delegation to the Ad-hoc meetings in New York. 
I am convinced that we reached our goal only because of the strong and untiring work and influence put down by the hundreds of representatives from the organizations of disabled people around the world in our meetings!

I have been invited to talk about the Norwegian Government’s preparations and work leading up to our country’s ratification of this convention. 
I am President of the Norwegian Federation of Organizations of Disabled People in Norway. I urge you to keep this in mind, although I will try not to influence my speech here today.
Norway have decided to undertake a brief review upon our national laws and regulations in order to secure that there is no discrepant from the rules put down in the convention, before we undertake ratification. 
The national Parliament recently passed an important new law which prohibits discrimination on the ground of disability and secures inclusion and legal right to accessibility for disabled people to public entities, buildings, transportation, all kinds of public service, information and communication systems; the goal being a universally designed society for all. 
The law state that all new buildings and constructions meant for public use shall be planed and developed bearing in mind 
the principle of universal design. It also set specific timeframes considering accessibility to existing constructions, buildings, communication means and systems et cetera.
The law covers all areas of life, except on personal level. It is build on the principles of the UN convention. 
Like the convention, our law also holds paragraphs about “right to accessibility versus disproportional burden”. 
When the parliament passed the law, it ruled that “the overall effect of providing accessibility in each matter shall be considered before the issue of costs in cases where someone claims that it will be a matter of disproportional burden to put things right”; the emphasis being on accessibility.  

The law comes into action from the beginning of next year. 
The government has just started the process of reviewing the UN Conventions article no 9 Accessibility against our new law’s provisions regarding accessibility to goods, services and information, to make sure that our law meets the standard in the convention.
A new and reviewed law on planning and developing buildings, built in environment,  construction sites, roads et cetera, is put into action from July 2009. This law reflects the new anti-discrimination law and it states the principle of universal design as the main purpose of the law.
There are some issues which are challenging for the Norwegian government; our laws concerning guardianship and several laws regarding use of forced intervention and 
treatment may be in discrepant with the UN Convention’s articles. 

I think we are in need of a totally new approach to our laws regarding guardianships, the rules on this issues being under revision. 
I also think we need to get rid of the law that opens for forced sterilization of mentally disabled people.
I don’t think that our paragraphs concerning use of forces treatment in psychiatry can be a real issue, since it states that health personnel shall strive to reach consent to treatment from the patient concerned or his/hers next of kind. 

It is decided that The Equality and Anti-discrimination Ombudsman in Norway shall have the overall responsibility in the monitoring (and promotion) of both the convention and our own new law. 

It is also decided that The National Centre for Documentation on Disability shall be in charge of the national reports on the convention.

I hope that the Norwegian parliament will rule that Norway shall adopt the optional protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
Our government state that they plan to put forward their proposition regarding ratification for the UN convention to the parliament in the autumn 2009 followed by the ratification early in 2010.  
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