Dear participants!
I have the great honour of greeting you all on behalf of Association of combined visual -and hearing impairment/deafblind. LSHDB is the Norwegian abbreviation.
My name is Kari Kristine Engan and I have been a boardmember since 2000, and from this year, vice president.

LSHDB have 8 county –and regiondivisions that covers 13 counties. We have close collaboration with governmental health deparments amongs others. 
The board consist of 7 members, and we play an active role in planning and carry out activities for our members.

LSHDB is an association run by and for people with deafblindness. It was established in 1989 and was at that time called Norwegian Usherassociation. The problem was that people with 
deafblindness which did not have Usher also wanted to become members. Therefore, in 1997 the name was changed to the name we have today. We are one in three of Norwegian deafblind organisations, the one with the “long and difficult name!” We know that many people with deafblindness, especially the younger ones, have a problem accepting and identifying themselves as deafblind, therefore we decided to have “combined visual-and hearing impairment” in the name of the organisation.
We have about 150 deafblind members, where the majority is in the age between 30 and 60. About half are sign-language users, some of those communicate tactile, while the other half uses speech and hearingaids equipments.
Participation of deafblind persons at all levels in society is important for LSHDB.

I will by this mention three of the items from our program till 2010:

1. free of charge interpreter in vacations abroad


2. deafblinde and work


3. increased access on guides during sportactivities

We give priority to use most of our money from fonds to gatherings for our members. There is a high activity level among the members of the organisation, considering we only have one person payed in a 50 % job. 

Every year we arrange a week of summergathering. These gatherings are held in different parts of the country, and this year we were not far from where we are today, in a town called Haugesund. 

Twice every year seminars are held. One is related to education and work. In 2005 and 2007 we arranged national conferences in which the focus was on integration in working society.

The other seminar often focuses on haptic communication and relationship between the interpretator and the deafblind.

Many of our members use haptic communication, and the number is still increasing.

In the last years, we have also arranged chess-seminars. This has lead to many deafblind chess-players. 

Finally, I wish all the best for the conference and looking forward to many interresting days.

