7th Seminar of the Acquired Deafblindness Network of DbI, 8 – 12 October 2008 in Bergen, Norway. Opening speech, greetings from the Norwegian Association of the Deafblind by the President, Mr. Geir Jensen.

Dear friends.

First I would like to thank the organizers for the invitation, and for giving me the opportunity to bring greetings from the Norwegian Association of the Deafblind, to the participants of the seminar.

This coming Monday, on October the thirteenth, The Norwegian Association of the Deafblind marks its 51st anniversary, and thus it is probably the world’s oldest association by and for persons with deafblindness.
The association represents some of the most isolated members of society. Without the necessary support, society is closed off to persons with deafblindness.

The purpose of the association is to work for full participation and equality for persons with deafblindness, and in keeping with this, to improve the quality of life for persons with deafblindness of all ages, for both genders and from all types of backgrounds.
The main focus of this work must always be communication and interaction: to increase communication and interaction between persons with deafblindness and society, and to increase communication and interaction between persons with deafblindness.
During the associations soon 51 year long history, great progress has been made. The situation for persons with deafblindness is far better today, than in 1957. A number of services and support schemes have been introduced, so that persons with deafblindness today are integrated members of society to a far greater extent than previously. Persons with deafblindness can today more easily communicate with other persons and enjoy a far wider freedom of movement.

But despite all these improvements, we still have a long way to go.
Us who work for human rights for persons with deafblindness make up relatively small groups, both nationally and internationally. This fact makes it even more important for us to meet and exchange ideas and experiences, to get to know each other, and to cooperate with each other as we do here at the ADBN-seminar.

To an increasing extent, we see that decisions made at the multinational and international level have direct implications and consequences for the formation of policy within the individual countries. As a result, we live in a time where the importance of international cooperation, also within the field of deafblindness, is ever more important. We must be present where policies are formed, and where decisions are being made.

I therefore hope that this seminar can contribute to the development and the strengthening of the cooperation between the professional field and the organizations of persons with deafblindness, both nationally as well as internationally.
Because together we are stronger, and together we will be better equipped in our struggle to achieve our common goal: full and equal participation for persons with deafblindness in all areas of society.

I wish you all good luck with the seminar, and I hope you will have a pleasant stay here in Bergen.

Thank you for your attention.

