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Chairpersons opening speech for 7th ADBN International Seminar – Bergen Norway

Ladies and gentleman, welcome to Norway and the beautiful city of Bergen, which this year plays host to the 7th International seminar of the Acquired Deafblindness Network.

My name is Ges Roulstone and I am proud to be Chair of this, the largest network of DbI.

Each of our bi-annual conferences has attracted more delegates than the one which preceded it.  Here in Bergen we welcome 180 delegates from 12 countries. That is double the numbers who came to this event in Zurich in 2002, just 6 years ago.

We put this increase in the popularity of this event down t0 4 things:

Firstly, as we all know, the numbers of people living with acquired deafblindness are increasing rapidly. Along with this, awareness of the phenomenon of deafblindness is increasing, and with it the need for practitioners in the social welfare and medical professions to hone their skills and share their experiences.

Secondly you as delegates tell us that having the event on one site, combining the conference venue and accommodation for all delegates, makes for a richer overall experience, with more time to spend with fellow delegates and less time on travel between conference and outlying hotels.

Thirdly, conference venues are tested to ensure they are as accessible as possible to people with disabilities, especially those with DSI. This has resulted in a steady increase in the numbers of people with deafblindness coming to the conference.

Fourthly Conference programmes are designed to reflect the wishes of participants. In this way we aim to be as relevant and responsive to you as delegates as we possibly can. 

This year, as with other seminars, the programme content is, in part, dictated by the outputs of the previous seminar. At the end of the 2006 event in the Netherlands we received feedback that people wanted to have more presentations and workshops on the subjects of:

· Employment

· Haptonomy

· Families

· Children

· Emotional issues

· Communication

Accordingly you will find presentations on all these subjects included in this years programme which includes 6 plenaries and 20 workshops, an increase on the numbers available in 2006.
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This growth of the programme marks our commitment to continually improve and extend the range of knowledge and expertise available to people with Acquired Deafblindness and professionals working in this field.

Thank you for listening. Enjoy the conference.

In addition we now have our own website � HYPERLINK "http://www.adbn.org" ��www.adbn.org� where the proceedings from the 2004 and 2006 international seminars are available for you to see and the proceedings of the 2008 event will be accessible shortly after we close on 12 October.











