Plenary – Jane Sayer, Canada

Expectations

My expectations always centre on “Independence”

Independence may mean different things to different people in the Deaf-Blind Community.

Speaking from my own Individual Acquired Deaf-Blind View point and not as some one who was born Deafblind. My main requirement is communication. In Canada we have persons called Intervenors.

Intervention definition-A trained professional who acts as the ears and eyes of the person who is Deaf-Blind. An Intervenor assists the person who is Deaf-Blind to communicate effectively and access information.

Intervenors act as our eyes and ears.  They are not there to be our teachers but they are there to empower us.

Intervention has changed not only my own life but I see the changes it makes in ever person who is Deaf-Blind.

In my own personal life it has enabled me to do a job I did not think I was capable of doing.  Before I had a job but it was just a job. Now as Coordinator at the Resource Centre for Manitobans who are Deaf-Blind I have a career I love.

I have returned to school and am working towards a certificate in Case Management at the University. It is my expectation the school system no matter what level should be providing communication and in my own case Intervention so I have both eyes and ears in the classroom.

I attend Government meetings and I am able to participate. 

So many   doors have opened for me that it now has become an expectation that agencies, educational, government and all places should or can make their places accessible with proper Intervention.

Plus Intervention has improved my personal life. As an example I attended my niece’s wedding in August and for the first time in my life heard the wedding vows, heard break in the voices from emotion, saw the tears flow. No I really did not personally hear and see this but for the first time I knew it was happening when it happened. Things such as this bring joy into my life that I felt like I was now part of the family.

I have also seen the changes in person’s lives due to services being made accessible through Intervention. One of my friends took a computer course and is now communicating with persons who are Deaf-Blind all over the world. This same person when we first met was known to be very isolated and not able to do much. I saw a different person. If you expect nothing you will receive nothing. I expected more as I knew she was a smart person and with Intervention this person has become one of the main advocates for persons who are Deaf-Blind through the consumer group we have in Manitoba.

Communication must be in the consumers preferred method and preferred language.

Canada is a multi-cultural country and in the same way it is my belief no matter what country you are from the Deaf-Blind Community is a multi-cultural community. We have many different ways of communicating, many different backgrounds, life skills and personalities that must be respected.

Reality is often we no longer can freely associate with friends, family and the general community we once belonged to. There is one community we should all feel safe, respected and involved and that is the Deaf-Blind Community.

In Manitoba we have an agency where the Deaf-Blind Community has a say in their program.

Recently a demographic study was done across Canada on not only the number of persons who are Deaf-Blind but the services available to them. Part of this project was to hold focus groups in areas across Canada. Persons who are Deaf-Blind were hired wherever possible to hold these Focus Groups. One for the common themes among all people were that people who are Deaf-Blind need to become more involved in how their programs are run and employed within these programs wherever possible. I believe the Manitoba program has become and expectation of others across Canada. 

One concept that is a huge expectation of mine is that people stop dong things “for” us and start doing things “with us”/. There is a huge difference, but a fine line that many people cannot seem to grasp the difference. 

I mentioned I am the coordinator of the program in my home province. I was not the first coordinator. The first coordinator was a person who is Deaf. At first glance, you would think this person would realize having a disability herself that we are still capable people we just needed to find new ways to do things. The resource and expertise in how to remain independent the same as any other disability group But reality was a after a time we realized this person was dong everything for us and never with us. People who are dependent were becoming more dependent. Even the simplest things we accomplished previously were now taken over and we were doing nothing for ourselves. This became a huge issue but because we had a forum through the Steering committee to discuss these issues it became apparent that things had to change. 

The Executive Director saw an opportunity for this job to go to a person who is Deaf-Blind and encouraged me to apply for the job. I know many people were interviewed so I was more than thrilled to become the next coordinator of Services. 

It is now my expectation that others look past our disability and with the proper supports in place Deaf-Blind people should not only be working in their own agency, but be involved in how the agency is run whether it is on a Steering Committee such as we have or on a Board. 
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