Friday 29 October

Welcome Reception

Ges Roulstone: My name is Ges Roulstone I am the chair person of the acquired deafblindness network. I am also a Director of Sense, who are proud to be hosting this year's international seminar of the Acquired Deafblindness Network - the 5th such event.  I want to welcome you to the United Kingdom, particularly to those who have travelled a very long way, from places as far away as Canada and Australia.


I would like to welcome you to Yorkshire, famous for its cold autumn weather, but warm hospitality all of the year round.  I want to welcome you to Harrogate, this beautiful historic spar town and to the Moat House hotel which is the venue for this year's 5th international seminar of ABDN. 


We have I hope, an interesting, stimulating and enjoyable 4 days for you.  The co-ordinating group of ABDN who you will all meet personally, in a few minutes time, together with colleagues from Sense, who formed a planning team, have worked for over a year to put together a programme for you that we hope will be of interest, stimulating and offering great learning opportunities to all of us over the next 4 days. 


Tonight however, is the traditional starting point for international events of this sort.  Tonight is not about work. Tonight is about meeting up with old friends, some of whom you will not have seen since the last international event, and also an opportunity for making new acquaintances that we all hope will turn into friendships that will last into future events of this type in years to come. 


So tonight it is not all about work, tonight, it is about enjoyment. It is about settling into the hotel, settling into the new routine of the next few days, it is about eating some very fine food; we have a hot buffet for you later, a few drinks and just generally relaxation.  However, we do have one interesting little diversion for you, that we hope will add a little spice to the evening. 


The coordinating group are a group of professional people from around Europe who are responsible for this event and I am going to introduce to you now this very interesting group of people, especially when they've had a wash and they have all had a good wash tonight!  Let's find out who they are.  Come up and join us. 


Okay these are the people who are responsible for the programme over the next few days.  Starting from the left:-

 
Liz Duncan from the Sense in the UK
Catherine Woodtli from Switzerland

Else Marie Svingen from Norway

Henrik Riber from Denmark

Bernard de Vries from Netherlands

Else-Marie Jensen from Denmark. 
Marie Dominique Lussier from France.


There is a particular reason that I have asked them to come up on to the stage.  That reason is that we are going to undertake a little exercise that we want you to participate in, so I will hand over to my colleagues.  We are not going to tell you what it is, you will find out soon enough.  Okay?  I will hand over to my colleagues now who will undertake a small exercise. 

Don't worry it is not knitting!
    
This is kind of weird isn't it?  Are you wondering what is going on?  Right you have all the heard about finger knitting where you knit with your fingers.  We are not doing that, so don't worry about it! 


You might sit wondering and finding it a bit strange that you have string in your hand or that somebody sitting next to you has string in his or her hand. 


I and the team thought it was a good way of demonstrating an interactive and tactile experience of the concept of networking.  Networking because you are the network.  That is the whole point of us meeting, but you're only a network if you make connections with other people and if you're available for contact.  We thought that the string would be a nice symbol for that. 


Also, in fact, the string is a picture of the new logo for the ADBN network.  Because tonight we are actually launching a logo for the ABDN network.  We think that we need a logo because we have come that far and are working on a professional level, we need a logo to identify ourselves. The string around is a picture of the new logo and we will show it to you right now on the screen.

 
It is a grid, a symbol for the network, and we have some curved slashes going across the grid.  One of the spaces is filled with red. This logo is a graphic illustration of the network just like the road is and the lines cross each other, some are straight, some go the other way, and we have these curved lines and a sort of an energy-thing going through the straight lines, because that is how networks are. 


Sometimes you have energy, when just the right people in the network, team up, share experience, share knowledge and they get their project or knowledge to a new level.  That is when energy comes.  

The letters of course are the Acquired Deafblindness Network.  The last thing about this network is also a reference to the DbI logo.  I am sure you all know the DbI logo. That is a globe being held by 2 figures as you can see here, the curved lines is a reference to the globe in the DbI network.  The DbI, because we are network under the DbI. So that way we are trying to link it together. 


Ges Roulstone: That is the formal part of the evening over.  We want to start this year's event with a new brand new departure. This logo, we hope, represents a network which has now reached maturity, going beyond just a handful of people staying in loose and informal contact.  It has now become a professional network of over 140 people here, attending this conference this weekend.  We think that this is something that represents not just the maturity of the work with acquired deafblindness, not just the maturity of this network of which you're all a part, but also a demonstration of the professionalism of the work that we are all part of, and a new ambition for the future. 

So that wraps up the formal part of the evenings opening reception. As I said tonight is not about work, it is a chance for you to meet, to relax, to renew old friendships, to start to make new acquaintances and friendships.  

The food will be served very shortly, enjoy the rest of the evening and the weekend.  Thank you very much.
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