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From the Secretary of State for Health

As Secretary of State for Health, I am delighted to welcome the 5th International Seminar of The Acquired Deafblindness Network to the UK.

This Government introduced specific guidance on services for deafblind people in 2001, recognising that deafblindness is a specific disability with unique and specialist needs.  Over the last three years, the Government has worked closely with organisations like Sense to improve the implementation of that guidance by local authorities.  Many deafblind people have benefited from the services they receive as a result of this work.

I am delighted to be able to add my support to this event.  The aim of today is to explore ways to improve services to people with Acquired Deafblindness, to discuss the expectations of deafblind people, what opportunities can be created and how together we can turn possibilities into realities.  Ensuring that all disabled people, including those with deafblindness, can play a full role in society, is one of this Government’s core aims.

Learning from international experience is important in a specialist field such as deafblindness.  I am sure that the seminar will provide many useful examples of good practice, which will benefit your work when you return.

I hope that you have a successful conference, and an enjoyable visit to the UK.

JOHN REID
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